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In McKay’s poem If We Must Die, the first and second line puts the speaker in a scene of battle.  A clear picture of a battle scene is created in the mind of the audience showing the speaker and his fellow people being attacked. He is encouraging the members of his group, whom he refers to as “we”, asking them not to agree to “die like hogs” and be hunted and penned in an area full of shame. The speaker introduces the hunters, who are the oppressors, and defines them as mad hungry dogs as shown in the third line. The hunters are hungry and obsessive to killing the speaker’s kinsmen.
In the fifth line, the speaker asks his fellow men to fight tirelessly in order to die a noble death. Here, the title of the poem “If We Must Die” is repeated again. The speaker does this to emphasize the fact that the compatriots of the speaker had been left with no other option but to fight. He encourages them to die nobly to ensure their blood is not taken in vain or go to waste. Dying nobly, the speaker says, would force the enemies they resist against to respect them.  Here he again defines the oppressors as monsters, showing that the oppressors were ruthless and very offensive to the speaker and his kinsmen. 
In the ninth line, the speaker in the poem reminds his people that they are related by blood or share a common origin by calling them “kinsmen”. He urges them to be united as they face their enemies. The speaker also reminds them that they have to face the “common foe”.  He also encourages his fellow people not to show cowardice even though they are outnumbered by their enemies.  In the eleventh and twelfth line, the persona asks his kinsmen to respond to each of the many attacks by the enemies with killings, despite the consequences of the acts, which would be killings. 
The speaker rhetorically asks his men whether they will die for fighting back or not die while a grave lies open before them. He asks his fellow men to fight the murderers back without showing cowardice. He also asks his people to fight even when they are pushed to the wall. He encourages them to fight to the end.  He uses the phrase ‘’open grave’’ to show that his compatriots were being pushed to the corner by the murderers.  
McKay in this poem encourages his fellow blacks to continually fight the oppression of persona and his people even if the enemies will eventually kill them. The speaker metaphorically uses the animals to describe his fellow men people, whom he later referred to as my kinsmen, with whom they are suffering together in line nine. Being a sonnet poem, we expect it to have a theme of love but in this poem, the writer expresses the theme of love for African Race. The poem describes the plight of the speaker and his people in the time it was written and how the black people fought against the vice. 

















